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From the Principal’s Desk 

 Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

 

 Welcome to February!  Our temperatures have been on such a roller coaster that 

it is hard to know what month we are in!  To date, we have had six snow days, 

which will need to be made up.  This typically happens at the end of the school 

year, but some area schools have already decided to use February 20 as a make up 

day. This topic is on the agenda to discuss at our next Board of Education meeting 

on February 8.  Stay tuned for more updates. Remember to check the calendar on 

the website for special dates and activities. If there are last minute changes in 

programs and activities due to weather, we do our best to note them on the website 

calendar (www.eastfordct.org/calendar).  

 

I once again invite you to join me in welcoming two new staff members to Eastford 

Elementary School.  We are pleased to have Ms. Denise Chambers with us on 

Thursdays and Fridays as School Library- Media Specialist.  She will meet 

regularly with students in the lower grades for weekly story and literature 

activities as well as assisting all students and staff with book selection, research 

and the use and care of our library.  We are also fortunate to have Ms. Rebecca 

Moran, a practicing artist, who will work with students on Monday, Thursday and 

Friday.  We are happy to have all our open staff positions filled and look forward to 

a productive remainder of the school year.   

 

On February 1, a guidance counselor from Woodstock Academy will meet with 

eighth graders to discuss registration for ninth grade courses. Parents will be 

invited to sit in on individual registration sessions when they are scheduled. The 

Eastford Board of Education recognizes Woodstock Academy as Eastford’s 

designated high school. The Board’s policy allows students who are accepted to 

Ellis Tech, Windham Tech, ACT (Arts at the Capitol Theater Magnet High School), 

or Killingly Vo-Ag to attend those high schools at no cost to families. Parents may 

request that the Board of Education pay tuition at another public high school, but 

in order to be considered, this request must be in writing to the Superintendent. 

 

February 

2018 
Shaping Futures 

Together 
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All students in grades three through eight will participate in the Smarter 

Balanced Assessment test this April. Students in grades five and eight will also 

take the Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) Assessment for Science in 

April. We will provide more specific dates as they become available. 

 

Preschool and Kindergarten registration forms are available on the website and in 

the office. Readiness Surveys and registration information have also been mailed 

to families with children aged birth to four years old.  Please share this 

information with any Eastford families that have young children and encourage 

them to register or call the school if they have questions. 

 

We recently held our school wide Geography Bee.  I would like to congratulate our 

finalists, Champion and runner up:  

   

Grade 8: Anna Kellermann, Alexis Buell (Kamila Wysocki – alternate)  

Grade 7: Braden Ayer, Jack Tyler (runner up) 

Grade 6: Eric Mathewson, Hunter Larson (Champion)  

Grade 5: Xavier Green, Hunter Brandriff 

Grade 4:  Robert Ellsworth, Madelyn Pittman 
 
All students and staff at EES have been focusing on a designated character trait 

each month.  January’s theme was Respect.  Mrs. Harrington, school counselor, 

went into classrooms to work with students to develop this important character 

trait.  January concluded with a bulletin board that shows footprints.  Students 

and staff wrote a message on each footprint to remind themselves and others how 

to show respect.   
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The month of February will focus on the trait of Kindness.  Many classes have 

already started “kindness activities” to bring extra attention to the benefits of 

showing kindness toward others.  We will keep you updated as the month goes 

along.   

 

Please don’t hesitate to contact the school if you have questions or concerns. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Mrs. Carole McCombe 
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Mrs. Harrington’s Counselor Corner  

 The School Climate Committee has chosen monthly 

themes to promote student awareness of positive 

character traits. Our January Respect lessons were 

based on Dr. Martin Luther King’s message of 

equality in his “I Have a Dream” speech and 

culminated in having students in grades 3-8 trace their feet and write out ways 

they could show respect to each other in school. We looked at ways to find the 

common ground we have with one another. In discussing how we all have 

something in common, our common ground, we found ways to bring one another 

up by showing respect. Teachers also participated by tracing their feet and wrote 

out ways they could show respect. What a fun integrated activity for 

all! Here is the link to the “I Have a Dream” speech: 

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/mlkihaveadream.htm. 

 

Our February theme is Kindness. We will be examining how to go 

about performing a “Random Act of Kindness” or how to “pay it 

forward” in our classroom discussions. We will also have a poster 

design activity based on how to show kindness and on the kindness 

theme in the movie “Wonder,” which grades 5-8 saw last November. 

The primary grades heard the picture book version of the story in 

January. Respect and kindness overlap, but for February discuss 

ways of how to be kind to other students with your child. Ask your 

child to explain the book or movie “Wonder” to you. I love to use 

books and literature to discuss themes such as kindness. In 

February, we will use the book “How to Fill your Bucket” by Carol 

McCloud. 

 
It’s important for all students to feel like they are included, welcomed, and 

accepted into their school because school is practice for the real world. I am here to 

help students identify their goals, such as raising a grade in one subject or all 

subjects from one term to another. Their goals could also include which high school 

they might apply to or that they want to try out for a sports team for the first time. 

Ask your child what their goals for school might be. Let me know if I can help your 

child achieve their goals. My email is bharrington@eastfordct.org. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://www.americanrhetoric.com/speeches/mlkihaveadream.htm
mailto:bharrington@eastfordct.org
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ELA – Mrs. Lessard 

Grade Five 

 

Grade five has started their first research project of the year. Students started by 

learning about credible and non-credible sources and how to navigate 

Researchitct.org, the Connecticut State Library’s database.  

 

Students selected a topic that was of interest to them, wrote questions about the 

topic, researched the questions online and in the library, and now they are 

working on organizing their research into an outline. Soon students will use their 

outline to write a research paper. Finally, students will hone their presentation 

skills when they share their findings using green screen technology.  

 

In addition, students still have weekly spelling quizzes, and they are reading self-

selected independent reading books in class.  

 

Grade Seven 

 

Students in grade seven recently started reading The Giver by Lois Lowry.  

Throughout the unit students will focus on the following questions: 

1. When should one conform to the wishes or rules of others? 

2. How can a society balance individualism with responsibility to community? 

3. How do personal choices impact a society? 

4. Think of our current society – what aspects of utopias and dystopias do we 

have? 

5. How can societal rules help or hurt us? 

In addition to reading the novel, students have read a couple of non-fiction articles 

related to the topics in the book. For instance, students compared Jonas’ 

community’s baby naming policy to Denmark’s naming policy. This week students 

will read the article “Let Teenagers Try Adulthood” and compare the author’s 

opinion to how things work in Jonas’ world.  

 

Eventually, students will need to determine whether or not they are for or against 

utopian societies and create an advertisement using iMovie to either entice or 

deter people from moving to such a community.  

 

Finally, students are reading self-selected independent reading books and continue 

to work on daily vocabulary presentations.  

 

Grade Eight 

 

Grade eight has started a unit on literary style. The ‘big idea’ for the unit is, ‘Style 

is the convergence of several factors that produce an ultimate outcome.’ In order to 
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explore this big idea, students will work to answer the following questions 

throughout the unit: 

1. What elements converge to form a writer’s style and how does each play a 

unique role? 

2. What are some ways that readers can deconstruct literary style? 

3. How does and author’s background contribute to his/her writing style? 

 

Students began the unit by learning about Edgard Allen Poe and Roald Dahl’s 

lives and how the events in their lives influenced their style of writing. Next, 

students will read “The Raven” by Poe in order to determine how Poe’s life 

influenced this style when writing the poem. In addition, students will identify 

and research various allusions and discuss why Poe might have included those 

allusions in “The Raven.” 
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Science News – Mrs. Mead 

 

The two long-term projects in the science room continue to do well.  Here are 

pictures from the aquaponics tank and trout-raising tank.  The coleus in the grow 

bed are huge and blossoming (in January, how rare) while the trout continue to 

grow and thrive.  The trout have grown past the alevin stage, and have “swum 

up”.  Now they are called fry.   Unfortunately, another participating school 

experienced a massive die off of their young fish over winter break, but Eastford 

students stepped up and volunteered to give part of our successful hatch to them 

so that they could proceed with the program.  We are planning to release our 

smaller batch in the Still River on April 13, when they reach the fingerling stage. 

 

 
  

 

In class, students continue to use Discovery Education resources.  Grades 3 and 4 

are wrapping up their science units, while grades 5 through 8 are wrapping up 

Earth science units.   

Student Council News:  

 

Middle school students enjoyed a well-attended Glow in the Dark themed dance at 

Union in late January.  We have invited Union students to join us for our 

upcoming Valentines dance on February 16.  See your homeroom teacher if you 

need another permission slip, due Feb 15. 

 

Once again Student Council is sponsoring a carnation sale.  Carnations 

for Valentines Day delivery will be on sale the week of Feb 5 through Feb 

9 for $2.50 each.  Order forms are attached to this newsletter, or simply 

write a note that includes who the carnation is to, whom it is from, and where in 

our building you would like it delivered along with payment.  Delivery will be 

Wednesday, Feb 14.  Happy Valentines Day! Proceeds benefit Student Council’s 

local and global causes.   
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Social Studies News - Mr. Kernan  

In 7th grade Social Studies, students are completing an assignment that was 

broken up over four parts.  They had to investigate a claim they made about the 

Central or South American country they choose to write about.  Specifically, they 

had to argue for or against whether their country is using its natural resources for 

the benefit of its people or if it is wasted.  I’ve worked closely with everyone and 

looking forward to the final verdicts.   

 

In 8th grade, students have studied Andrew Jackson and the birth of Jacksonian 

Democracy. We have discussed such topics as the Nullification Crisis, the Indian 

Removal Act of 1830, and the Bank Wars with Nicolas Biddle.  Students have 

really engaged with these topics and should have a thorough understanding of 

these topics.  We have moved forward with Martin Van Buren, James K. Polk, and 

the Compromise of 1850.  We are getting closer to Civil War.  Soon, I will assign 

the Civil War research paper.  Look for this in February.   

 
 
 

Sixth Grade News – Mr. Kernan 

In Language Arts class, students have read many wonderful stories in the over the 

past month.  We have read Harvesting Hope, the story of Cesar Chavez, Black 

Frontiers, and When Marian Sang, the story of Marian Anderson.  We are also in 

the midst of our mid year writing program.  We are developing our argumentative, 

narrative, and informational writing skills.  I hope to share these with you when 

they are done. 

 

In 6th grade Math we have been reviewing many math concepts.   Students 

currently are adding, multiplying, dividing, and subtracting fractions.  We will 

continue to discuss fractions, mixed numbers and decimals during these topics of 

study to work to achieve mastery.  Students will be able to interpret and compute 

quotients of fractions, and solve word problems involving the division of fractions 

using different methods such as visual fraction models and equations to represent 

the problem. 
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PE and Health News – Mr. Bridgewater 

Greetings Eastford families! I am finally back from my training down in the 

wonderful Ft. Benning, Georgia and I think it’s safe to say that I’d much rather be 

up here teaching PE instead of being forced to do PT (although I did learn a few 

new exercises I plan on implementing). With that being said, I’m sure all of you 

know what a wonderful job Mrs. Barlow did these last few months, so I plan to  

keep it going! 

 

This month in PE for the middle school students we are going to be doing my 

favorite unit, badminton and ping pong, a little gymnastics, and start our 

adventure games. For grades 3-5 it’ll be about the same, and for the little ones 

we’re going to emphasize the gymnastics and maybe do a little dancing! As for 7th 

grade health, we are going to start our stress unit after finishing up diseases.  

 

I also just wanted to say that even though it is cold and snowy outside, it’s still 

important for your child to be physically active at home. They can dress warmly 

and go outside and play in the snow, head to the local rec center and participate in 

their activities/utilize their facilities, and even run around the house! As always, 

you should continue to maintain a healthy diet, suitable for growing children.  
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Art Room News – Ms. Moran 

 

Hello families, staff and faculty. My name is Rebecca Moran and I am the new Art 

teacher for Eastford Elementary School. A bit about me, I’m an exhibiting Artist, 

trained in Graphic Design and an Adjunct Professor of Art and Design at Eastern 

Connecticut State University. I grew up in Mansfield, CT and earned a BFA from 

the University of Connecticut in Oil Painting. I taught Art overseas in a private 

British school and when returning to the US received an MS in Art Education 

where I have taught Art in the local area schools.  

 

I studied Graphic Design at the University of Connecticut and worked in the field 

of Graphic Design. But I missed teaching Art and working with students, so when 

ECSU and UConn asked me to teach design and fine art courses for their Art and 

Art History departments, I went back to teaching. During the time I was teaching 

Art courses for local universities, I finished my MFA in Visual Arts at the Art 

Institute of Boston. 

 

I’m a member of a local women’s educators group called Theta of Delta, Kappa, 

Gamma. We are working on a new project to promote peace activities and 

curriculum through a Connecticut Pieces for Peace Traveling Art Exhibition. This 

project was inspired by CITYarts Pieces for Peace of New York City and our Theta 

group sponsored the NYC traveling exhibition of children’s art work last summer 

to great success. The art theme students illustrated is “What does Peace look like 

to you?” I hope Eastford students will participate in the Connecticut version of 

Pieces for Peace as selected prints of original student art will be framed and hung 

at the Connecticut State Legislative Office Building in Hartford, this spring. Many 

area schools are participating and any student who creates a work of art along this 

theme, will have an opportunity to have their artwork displayed in an online 

gallery. Prints will be framed for exhibition, students will  keep their original art 

work. Permission slips and more information to soon follow. 

 

You can see my original Art work at the Silver Circle Art Center in Putnam, CT, 

where I have watercolor and ink brush paintings now on display. I have a small 

freelance graphic design studio, called Spring Hill Studio, LLC where I work with 

select clients. You can  look me up online at rebeccajmoran.com and 

SpringHillStudio.com too. Please, feel free to stop in the Art room, introduce 

yourself and say Hello. I’m excited to be at Eastford Elementary School and look 

forward to get to know you all. 
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Eastford Senior Citizens News 

By Linda SM dos Santos 
 

Anticipation is high for the first meeting for 2018 of the (ESC):Thursday, MARCH 

15 at 11 AM at the MEMORIES BROWN BAG LUNCHEON. Please bring a 

sandwich from home, plus photos, poems, music, or a story. Come share your 

winter experiences & bring your friends to the Eastford Town Office Building’s 

lower level on 16 Westford Rd.  ESC volunteers will provide fruit, & beverages. All 

Eastford seniors are welcome to this FREE event. Seating is limited, please 

call/text 860-538-8868 or email ESC06242@aol.com to register by noon, Monday, 

March 13. 

 

 SAVE THE DATE: Thursday, APRIL 12, 11 AM - CAR CARAVAN will leave 

from the Eastford Town Office Building’s Lower Level.  Boarding cars begins 

at 10:45 AM, departing promptly at 11 AM. Enjoy a bowl of vegetable wonton soup 

plus a sampling of Thai taste treats at The Thai Place in Putnam, CT followed 

by a private tour of the WINY Studios. Bring your cameras; there is a fabulous 

view of Cargill Falls from the studio parking lot. Members $5.00, Non-Members 

$8.00 Call/Text 860-538-8868 or email ESC06242@aol.com by 12Noon, Mon., April 

9 to Reserve a seat. Let us know, if you are a Driver, or a Passenger? 

 

 SENIOR BUS TRIP - Departs & returns from Ashford Senior Ctr, from South 

Eagleville Fire Depart., in Mansfield, and from Wal-Mart, in 

Willimantic:  Tuesday, APRIL 17 COUNTRY JAMBOREE, at the elegant Log 

Cabin Banquet Facility in Holyoke, MA. Package includes Transportation, Hors D’ 

Oeuvres’, Signature Bread, Salad, Spring Chicken or Bake Scrod, Vegetable, 

Dessert, Coffee or Tea, The Country Jamboree Show, & Drivers Gratuity, 

$84/person. For reservations, contact Kay Warren at 860-487-3744. Payment due 

by Friday, March 17. Make checks payable to: Kay Warren & Mail to: 31 Amidon 

Drive, Ashford, CT  06278 

 

On Fridays, February 2, March 2 & April 

6, The AARP Smart Driver Course is available in the Meeting Room, 

Quinebaug Valley Regional Senior Ctr, 69 South Main Street, Brooklyn, CT, $15 

AARP members, $20 Non-members. Call 860-774-1243 for Reservations. 

 

From February 2 - April 6, AARP Tax Assistance volunteers will assist 

low/moderate income taxpayers, with special attention, to those over 60 at the 

Killingly Public Library by appointment only. Call 860-779-5383 to schedule 

your 9:30 AM,10:45 AM, 1 PM, or 2:15 PM appointment. 

Attachments area 

 

tel:(860)%20538-8868
mailto:ESC06242@aol.com
tel:(860)%20538-8868
mailto:ESC06242@aol.com
tel:(860)%20487-3744
tel:(860)%20774-1243
tel:(860)%20779-5383

